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1045 Birth of Robert d’Abrissel in rennes 
1101 FOUNDATION OF FONTEVRAUD 
1104 Hersend de Champagne is appointed 

abbess 
1115 - 
1149 

Petronille de chenille is elected first 
abbess of Fontevraud 

1116 Robert d’Abrissel dies 
1101 Pope Calixtus II consecrates the abbey’s 

choir 
1149 – 
1155 

Abbacy of Mathide d’Anjou 

1150 - 
1200 

The order has more than a hundred 
priories in its domain; 10 of them are in 
England 

1189 Death of Henry II, Plantagenet King of 
England 

1194 Eleanor of Aquitaine, Henry II’s widow 
retires to Fontevraud 

1199 Death of their son, Richard the 
Lionheart 

1204 Death of their second son John 
Xiii, xiv  
CENTURIES  

decline in the number of monasteries 

1457 – 
1477 

Abbacy of Marie de Bretagne who 
reformed the Fontevraud Abbey 

1491 – 
1534 

Abbacy of Renee de Bourbon; the first 
Abbess of the Bourbon line.  She 
established strict separation.  

1611 – 
1637 

Abbacy of Louis de Bourbon-Lavedan 



Chronolgy of Fontevraud Continued 
1637 – 
1670 

Abbacy of Jeanne Baptiste de Bourbon, 
natural daughter of Henry iV who 
completed the reform of the order 

1638 – 
1640 

Insubordination of the monks 

1670 – 
1704 

Abbacy of Marie-Madeleine Gabrielle de 
Rochechouart, appointed by Louis XIV 

1739 The daughters of Louis XV board at 
Fontevraud for 10 years 

1742 – 
1753 

Abbacy of Louise Claire de Montmorin de 
ST. Hereme 

1753 The Abbess burns all of the Jansenist 
Books at the Abbey in the Courtyard 

1765 – 
1792 

Abbacy of Julie-Gillette d’Antin the last 
Abbess to leave in 1792 

1792 A Decree orders the Nuns to vacate the 
premises 

1793 Fontevraud is abandoned and plundered 
10 days after the death of Louis XVI 

1796 The Abbey is sold – A farmer buys it for 
7,762 francs 

1804 A Decree signed by Napoleon  
transforms the abbey into a prison 

1814 Arrival of the First Prisoners 
1840 The Abbey is classified as an Historic 

Monument 
1840 – 
1900 

Restoration by the Prisoners of the 
large cloister and the Chapter House of 
the Refectory 

Post 1900 Restoration of the abbey church and the 
Roman Kitchens  

1963 Jean Foyer, Keeper of the Seals (Minister 
of Justice) from Angers closes the 
Prison 

Since 1965 The beginning of the biggest restoration 
project in Europe 

1975 to 
the present 
day 

In 1975 Fontevraud Abbey became the 
Arts Centre of the West with a focus on 
music 

 


